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Introduction 

• What is the difference between a priest and a pastor? 

• What does a priest do? 

A Priest is there to 

1. Offer Expiation –  

o The act of making amends or reparation for 

guilt or wrongdoing; atonement. (Oxford 

Dictionary) 

▪ Leviticus 16; John 1.29, 36 

o Hebrews 9.27-28 

o Makes expiation by becoming the propitiation 

for our sin: Romans 3.25, Hebrews 2.17, 1John 

2.2.  

o The word propitiation carries the basic idea of 

appeasement or satisfaction, specifically 

toward God. Propitiation is a two-part act that 

involves appeasing the wrath of an offended 

person and being reconciled to him. -- 1John 4. 
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2. Make Intercession –  

o Mediation of the new covenant; the role of a 

mediator is to bring reconciliation between 

two parties 

▪ John 14.6; Hebrews 9.11-15 

o Jesus reconciles man and God -- Colossians 

1.22; Romans 5.10 

o Jesus Christ is the Mediator between God and 

man because, as the incarnate Son of God, he 

paid the price for our sin that the Father’s 

justice requires and pleads for us in the 

Father’s presence (1 John 2:1). 

 

 

 

 

▪ Hebrews 12:22–24; 1 Titus 2:5–6; 
Romans 6:5–14; John 17:1–26; Hebrews 
9:11–10:18 
 

3. Pronounce a Blessing –  

o What is a blessing? 

▪ A declaration of God’s favor inducing 

wellness or wealth; in the NT it carries 

the connotation of salvation 

▪ God in structs the priests to bless the 

people -- Numbers 6.24-26 

o Jesus blesses the people – the Sermon on the 

Mount / the Beatitudes 

o The primary factor of blessing is the statement 

of relationship between parties. God blesses 

with a benefit on the basis of the relationship. 

The blessing makes known the positive 

relationship between the parties, whether a 

single individual (Gen 12:1–3) or a group (Deut. 

7:14–16). 

▪ Balaam 

o There is no greater blessing than to be saved 

from the wrath of God and the judgment to 

come 

Conclusion 

 We can worship God because he made it possible 

  Jesus paid it all, all to Him I owe 

  Sim left a crimson stain 

  He washed it white as snow. 

Amen.  

 


