
could. What would they do 

to us, His followers? I donõt 

recall when we realized 

what Jesus was doing, but it 

hit us like a shock. Tradition 

was that new kings always 

proceeded into Jerusalem 

on a donkey like Solomon 

when King David crowned 

him king. We had forgotten 

that the prophet Zachariah 

had prophesied that the 

Messiah would enter Jeru-

salem on a donkey. It finally 

hit us that Jesus was ful-

filling that prophecy before 

our very eyes. We were the 

coronation procession of 

the Messiah! 

 

As we approached Jerusa-

lem, the people started cry-

ing out: òBlessed is the King 

who comes in the name of 

the Lord! Peace in Heaven 

and glory in the highest!ó 

They also recognized the 

prophecy of the Messiah 

entering Jerusalem on a 

donkey. Israel had been 

waiting for the Messiah for 

centuries, for Him to deliver 

us. While the crowds were 

celebrating, the Pharisees 

arrived and asked Jesus to 

silence the crowd. They 

were afraid of the Roman 

soldiers who could think 

that this was the beginning 

of a revolution. You know 

that had already happened 

in the not so distant past. 

Jesus surprised us again. 

He told them, òI tell you the 

truth, if they quieten down, 

the rocks will cry out!ó  

(Continued on page 7) 

I   am one of the followers 

of Jesus and I want to tell 

you what happened on the 

way into Jerusalem just one 

week before the Passover. 

We arrived at the village 

where Mary and Martha 

lived with Lazarus, the man 

that Jesus raised from the 

dead. It wasnõt dark yet, so 

Jesus wanted to continue 

on to Jerusalem. His Father 

God wanted Him to fulfill a 

prophecy. Jesus asked me 

to do a curious thing: He 

asked me to go with another 

follower to a specific house 

and find a young donkey up-

on which no one had ever 

ridden. This was peculiar for 

many reasons. 

 

First, Jesus went every-

where on foot, so why a don-

key now when we had 

almost reached our destina-

tion? Second, no one rides a 

donkey that has never been 

broken. The donkey would 

never allow anyone on his 

back. Third, Jesus sent us to 

find this donkey at the 

house of someone we didnõt 

know; and why would he 

agree to give us his donkey. 

Fourth, how did Jesus even 

know where we were to find 

this donkey? However, we 

had already learned not to 

question the Masterõs direc-

tions. We arrived at the 

house and were shocked to 

find everything exactly as 

Jesus had told us. As we un-

tied the donkey, the owner 

asked us what we were do-

ing. We told him what Jesus 

said to say, and he let the 

donkey go. When we arrived 

back where the group was 

waiting, some of us spread 

our cloaks on the back of 

the donkey to make a kind 

of saddle for Jesus. Jesus 

got on and, to our surprise, 

the donkey accepted Him 

without even braying! As we 

got under way again, I tell 

you, we were afraid. We 

knew the Jewish leaders 

were looking to arrest Jesus 

and even kill Him if they 
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T he menõs Bible study on Wednesday night is 

an eclectic group of men. 

We are involved in a Bible 

study using a video series 

that has a completely differ-

ent approach than your tra-

ditional video series. It is 

called òThat the World May 

Knowó taught by Raynard 

Vander Laan, a teacher and 

historian. This study is 

unique because of the loca-

tion,. It is not in a classroom 

rather the lesson or event 

being discussed occurs at 

the very site of the Biblical 

setting in Israel. 

 

The story of David and Goli-

ath is a good example. We 

all know about David and 

Goliath, a boy defeats a gi-

ant by using a slingshot. He 

cheated! Mr. Vander Lann's 

Bible study begins at the ac-

tual site of the conflict, the 

Valley of Elah. From a hill 

overlooking the valley he 

describes the situation. 

The Philistines are civi-

lized, prosperous and 

technologically advanced 

-but they are also a pagan 

culture with religious 

practices that were im-

moral, including child sac-

rifice. They controlled the 

transportation corridors 

along the Mediterranean 

Sea, and had advanced iron 

technology, and therefore 

better weapons. The Israelis 

are the backward "hillbilly" 

people, living in the moun-

tains and trying to scratch 

out a living raising sheep. 

 

The faith lesson was enlight-

ening for me. The realization 

of a connection between the 

role technology plays in 

shaping culture and the part 

it should play in achieving 

our mission as Christians. In 

this case the Israelites need-

ed the benefits of the Philis-

tines' iron knowledge and 

technology, but at the same 

time needing to be careful 

not to be corrupted by pagan 

values. The Israelis failed. 

They were seduced by the 

Philistine culture and aban-

doned Yahweh. 

 

This video series was pro-

duced in the 1990õs, before 

the internet and hand-held 

computers. I think we are, to 

a certain extent, facing a 

similar dilemma today relat-

ed to the moral and spiritual 

implications of modern tech-

nologies. Consider Hillview's' 

use of internet to livestream 

broadcast our church ser-

vices. These technologies 

allow us to spread the mes-

sage of Christianity, if we 

donõt use them our attempts 

to influence western culture 

will probably fail. The chal-

lenge, of course, is being 

true to Godõs word and in 

the process not to be cor-

rupted by the technology we 

are trying to use to spread 

the gospel.  

 

The next series of lessons/

videos are:  

March 6  Wages of Sin. 

(Lachish) Lachish was a Ca-

naanite city, conquered by 

Joshua but destroyed in 

587BC by the Babylonians 

because of sinful choices 

made by some Israelites. 

Perhaps a possible warning  

to us - when God's truths are 

ignored by the majority, even 

the righteous experience the 

consequences. 

March 13 The Lord is My 

Shepherd - the Bedouins in 

the Negev 

March 20 God with Us - Holy 

of Holies 

 
Dale Hufnagel is our guide 

and is skillful in leading our 

conversations as we discuss 

the implications of these old, 

well-known Biblical stories 

from a new and challenging 

perspective. All men, are wel-

come to join us every Wednes-

day at 7pm in the Church Li-

brary. You will be welcomed 

with enthusiasm. And some-

times there is even sugar free, 

gluten free, calorie free,  fla-

vour free healthy snacks. 

That the World May Know - by William Holmes 
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David's slingshot  
According to Google, 
David used a slingshot 
similar to the one 
shown. A 1oz (25gram) 
stone could reach 
speeds of over 60mph 
and at 400 meters 
(1,300 feet) would do 
blunt force trauma ... 
shattering bones,  
concussions or death.  
Poor Goliath, he didn't 
know what hit him! 



F irst of all, I am not usu-

ally a steady book read-

er. However, on a particular 

Sunday after the church ser-

vice, I was drawn to the 

stand that displayed a varie-

ty of books of different inter-

ests. Perhaps it was hind-

sight, but one particular 

book drew my attention, 

"Angels on Call: Inspiring 

True Stories from the ER" by 

Dr. Robert D. Lesslie. 

The reason for my fasci-

nation with this particu-

lar book is that it 

brought back memories 

of my own experience in 

an ER. Many of us may 

have visited the emer-

gency department of a 

hospital and have our 

own stories to tell. This 

book was written by a 

doctor who dedicated 

over two decades of 

working in the ER at 

Rock Hill Hospital, 

South Carolina. I was 

interested in hearing his 

side of the story of his 

experiences when it 

came to treating pa-

tients. 

 

In Dr. Lesslie's words, "I 

came to the realization 

that the ER has a lot to 

teach us about living and 

dying, about other people, 

and ourselves. It's a class-

room that never closes."  He 

further states, "that one 

thing never changes, every 

person who walks, or is 

wheeled, or is carried into 

the ER is unique and has a 

story to tell. Each has some-

thing to share, and most im-

portantly, each has some-

thing to teach, if we only 

take the time to listen." The 

book inspired me as the doc-

tor walks the reader through 

the gravity of many situa-

tions where split decision 

making is the difference be-

tween life or death. Dr. Less-

lie is a faithful, empathetic 

physician. He has a heart of 

compassion and is totally 

dedicated to the welfare of 

his patients. He tells it as it 

is! Direct and to the point. 

He is a doctor who truly 

loves his profession, the 

nurses and colleagues he 

works with, but most im-

portantly he is dedicated to 

the people he serves that 

enter the ER. 

 

In summing up, his perspec-

tive made me realize that 

there are jobs or duties we 

take for granted; there's a 

certain expectation from the 

standpoint that goes far 

above the job description. 

This book is full of life's les-

sons. It teaches that, as pa-

tients, we need to let them 

do their jobs and give a sim-

ple acknowledgement to 

them when making a differ-

ence.  

 

It taught me that doctors are 

not invincible and can be 

vulnerable. They do not have 

all the answers when coming 

across complex situations, 

but will exhaust every possi-

ble resource to obtain an-

swers. Dr. Lesslie, in 

the process of taking 

the corrective course 

of action, also recog-

nizes that it takes a 

team of dedicated 

doctors and nurses 

working together to 

obtain the best possi-

ble outcome. 

 

 For those of us who 

enjoy real life adven-

tures, Dr. Lesslie 

shares experiences: 

some heartwarming, 

some edge-of-your-

seat  situations. After 

reading this particu-

lar book, it's given me 

an appreciation and 

better perspective for 

those working behind 

the scenes, regard-

less of the occupa-

tion. For more read-

ing, Dr. Lesslie has also writ-

ten a book entitled, "Angels 

in the ER". These books are 

a must read, and yes, I 

agree, there are Angels in 

the ER. They are the doctors, 

nurses and common folk like 

you and me 

 

Rick is an active man. He is 

involved in the men's Bible 

Study, helps with the Food 

Bank and is a semi-retired 

Deacon. Ed 

 

Book Review - Angels on Call - by Rick deLeeuw 
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"IT TAUGHT ME 

THAT DOCTORS 

ARE NOT 

INVINCIBLE AND 

CAN BE 

VULNERABLE AS 

THEY DO NOT 

HAVE é" 

Charlie's Angels  



I   have been doing a series 

on creation versus evolu-

tion for our Newsletter. This 

topic is important because 

the evolution issue is used 

by some to dismiss the 

claims of the Bible.  This arti-

cle will begin to outline how 

the discussion can be used 

to support the Bible.  

 

The first thing to note, 

we cannot scientifical-

ly prove the Bible. 

There is  evidence to 

show that the Bible is 

historically accurate.  

However, the weight of 

the evidence for the 

Bible may be extreme-

ly strong, but we do 

not have time ma-

chines to absolutely 

prove the accuracy of 

the Bible. 

 

For example, I will use 

the judgement of God 

known as the Flood of 

Noah, found in Gene-

sis chapters 6 to 9. 

There are some mythological 

and some historical features 

in the account. If God did 

this, it is historical, not myth-

ological.  Mythology is also 

vague on when the story 

happened. The Bible does a 

great job in giving the time 

of the events. In chapter 6, 

we learn the Flood began in 

the year Noah was 600 

years old and ended in the 

year he was 601, lasting just 

over a year from when the 

fountains of the great deep 

opened and the rains began 

to the departure from the 

ark. Note the flood waters 

could, and probably were, 

still draining from the distant 

reaches of the continent. 

Genesis 5 answers the ques-

tion of how many years after 

Creation this event was. The 

timeline is well defined and 

therefore not mythology.  

God told Noah to build the 

ark. He brought the animals 

to the Ark. He caused the 

flood to happen, He ended 

the flood, and presumably 

He controlled where the Ark 

drifted and protected the Ark 

from the greater damage of 

the storm. If there is a God, 

and He is the one revealed 

in the Jewish scriptures, 

these òmythological fea-

turesó or events would be 

expected of the God who 

acts in history. Now to get to 

other issues, how can we 

answer these issues ques-

tions in a credible way? 

 

First, Noah building the Ark. 

Some suggest they had no 

technology for such an en-

terprise, that is how to build 

such a massive ship. Ken 

Ham of "Answers in Genesis" 

points out, we do not know 

what technology they had, 

what Noahõs skills were, how 

many of his extended family 

and others he employed in 

the building of the Ark.  

With the Ark built, God 

brought the animals. This 

answer solves several prob-

lems. God would know which 

animals had the greatest 

genetic diversity among the 

animals to be on the Ark, 

greatest fertility, healthiest 

animals, free 

from contagious 

diseases. How 

would Noah 

know the best 

animals to se-

lect? How could 

Noah fit all the 

animals on the 

Ark? The secret 

answer is this, 

ask them how 

many do they 

claim Noah had 

to fit on the Ark, 

how much room 

there was on the 

Ark and the size 

of the animals. 

In addition, how 

many fit into the 

Biblical classification of 

"kind"? God intended the ark 

animals to fill the earth with 

their offspring. He would 

have brought animals which 

would be extremely fertile.  

This suggests young ani-

mals, not fully grown mature 

animals, were directed by 

God to enter the Ark. (to be 

continued next month Ed) 

 

*****  

 

Q. Who was the greatest 
financier in the Bible?  
A. Noah, He was floating 
his stock while everyone 
else was in liquidation  
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"HOW COULD 

NOAH FIT ALL 

THE ANIMALS ON 

THE ARK? THE 

SECRET ANSWER 

IS THIS,  ASK 

THEM  é" 

The On-going Flood Dilemma - by Wayne Baker 



D ear Sponsor Gloria 

and Hillview Baptist 

Friends 

I greet you with lots of love 

to thank you for the Family 

Gift with which I bought sup-

plies such as tuna fish cans, 

oil, rice, quinoa, milk, noo-

dles, sugar and more. Also 

thank you for the birthday 

gift with which I bought food 

such as cheese, yogurt, 

hotdogs and eggs. I bought 

these items because they 

are of great help to me and 

my family, and I am very 

grateful to you. 

My health is good, I have 

been studying to be a bank 

cashier. I did finish the 

course, but I do not have my 

certificate yet. I will get it 

soon so I can start working. 

To answer your question, I 

do not have a garden since 

here in my country the den-

gue disease is going around, 

so we cannot have humidity 

sources. I want to tell you 

that the weather here in 

my country has been 

changing, sometimes it is 

cold, sometimes it is hot. 

What season are you in? 

I ask for your prayers for 

my family, and I will wait 

for your answer soon. I 

hope you are all well and 

wish you a lot of health. 

I say goodbye with a tight 

hug and blessings. 

Alexandra - Peru 

church beginning at 7 PM to 

participate in this. We also 

announced the event 

through our loud speakers 

attached to our car as we 

drove up and down the 

streets. 

 

This was a "come any time 

and go any time " event. 

Church members signed up 

to read in various time slots 

D ear Editor, 

In Brazil the second 

Sunday in December is "The 

Day of the Bible", or Bible 

Day.  Our church in Brazil 

decided to observe this by 

publicly reading through the 

entire New Testament 

nonstop. We began Saturday 

afternoon by going to the 

town square and inviting 

people to come to our 

Letters to the Church 
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throughout the entire time. 

One new Christian, Anildo, 

stood at the door with Bibles 

the entire time, ready to give 

the open Bible to anyone who 

came in the door.  As he did 

so, he would indicate where 

we were in our reading.  This 

went on all night and all the 

next day, which was Sun-

day.  We ended the event 

Sunday evening with all of 

D ear Editor, 

I have an update on 

Hillview's Bible Distribution: 

Over the past ten months we 

have distributed 115 Bibles! 

A big thank you to everyone 

who helped us with this 

endeavor by donating Bibles.  

 

In one of the donated Bibles 

there was a special prayer. It 

was found in the shirt pocket 

of a dead soldier in a fox 

hole. The title was, "No 

Atheist in a Fox Hole" 

 

Dear Lord,  
I hope you hear me 
today even though this 
is the first time I ever 
prayed, but you see I've 
been told you didn't 
exist. And, like a fool, I 
believed all of this. But 
tonight, in my fox hole, 
I'm looking at your sky 
and I know that they've 
been telling me a lie. I 
see the galaxies your 
hands have made and 
I know now I need to be 

saved. So now, Jesus, 
please take me by the 
hand and somehow I 
feel like you do 
understand You know, 
it's funny, it took all 
this hellish place to 
show me I need your 
wonderful grace. Well, I 
guess there isn't much 
more to say but I'm sure 
glad I met you today. 
And I guess the final 
hour will soon be here 
but I'm not afraid now 
since I know you are 
near. Tonight they tell 
me it will be a horrible 
fight and who knows, 

those present, standing and 

reading together the last 

chapter of Revelation. Some 

were crying, others so choked 

up with emotion they could 

hardly read. A lot of hugging 

took place after we finished. 

This was a moving experience 

and one we have never 

forgotten. 

Ardath Effa  

Lord, I may come to 
your home tonight. But 
now that I've found 
your love for evermore I 
know you will be 
waiting at heaven's 
door. Jesus, I'm crying, 
I'm now shedding tears 
but I wish I'd known 
you all these many 
years. But I've got to go 
now, so Jesus, now that 
I've met you I'm not 
afraid to die.  
Amen  
 
I thought this was too special 

not to share it. Hope you 

enjoyed it as much as I did. 

Gloria Swain. 


